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1989-1990
NZ On Air was created to add contestable
broadcast opportunities

The Broadcasting Fee had been in place
since the late 1920s, used to fund state-
owned radio and television

Around 75% of households pay their
Broadcasting Fee

1990-1991
The most-watched NZ On Air-funded TV show
is Lew Pryme; Welcome To My World

NZ On Air funds drama series Shark In The
Park and Marlin Bay

Eleven new NZ On Air-funded Maori radio
stations go to air, joining the six already
broadcasting

NZ On Air-funded radio coverage extensions
mean that Southland gets Concert FM and
Murchison gets its first decent local radio
signal

Moana & The Moahunters’ AEIOU is the first
NZ On Air-funded music video

NZ On Air establishes a funding partnership
with the six student radio stations

NZ On Air funds the relocation of the Radio
New Zealand Sound Archive from above a
petrol station in Timaru to safer, better
premises in Christchurch

First Local Content Report published,
measuring amount of TV local programmes:
2,804 hours

1991-1992
NZ On Air funds a record 187 hours of
television drama in one year

Two groundbreaking NZ On Air-funded
television series debut – Shortland Street on
TV2 and New Zealand’s first home-grown
show for pre-schoolers You & Me on TV3

NZ On Air funds new access radio stations
in Nelson, Invercargill and brings in Hamilton,
expanding the access radio community to
eight

Six new Maori radio stations go to air

Funded subtitled programmes for hearing-
impaired viewers rise to from 5 hours to 30
hours per week

1992-1993
Local content across TV One, Channel 2 and
TV3 hits 30%, an increase of 42% over the
year before

The first Pacific Island radio station, Radio
531PI, is funded

NZ On Air’s radio coverage extensions
increase National Radio coverage to 96%
and Concert FM coverage to 90%

“They can’t play it if they don’t have it”: the
first Kiwi Hit Disc music compilations sent to
every radio station in the country

Eric the Goldfish helps NZ On Air increase
the number of Broadcasting Fee payers to
86% of New Zealanders

Annual Report 2008-2009

1999-2000
The most popular NZ On Air-funded TV
programme is The Irish Connection.
Millennium documentary series Our People,
Our Century also features in the top ten

NZ On Air’s new Maori programming strategy,
Te Rautaki Maori, plans for better screening
times for mainstream Maori programmes

New Zealand music tops 10% on commercial
radio, more than five times more than five
years before

Extra government funding of $2 million is
announced for NZ On Air’s New Zealand
music work: “Phase Four” is created

2000-2001
The Government publishes a draft charter 
for TVNZ, restructures Radio New Zealand
as a Crown-owned Company and reviews its
charter, and announces funding for a new
Maori television service and a national Pacific
Island radio network

Pioneer House is the most popular 
NZ On Air-funded TV show

NZ On Air commissions two new long-run
television drama series, Mercy Peak for TV
One and The Strip for TV3

The Government establishes the NZ Music
Industry Commission

2001-2002
NZ On Air marks 10,000 hours of funded
television programmes

Our Oldest Soldier is the most-watched NZ
On Air-funded TV programme

bro’Town is the first primetime animated series
funded by NZ On Air

Sitcom Spin Doctors funded

NZ On Air-funded programmes account for 90%
of the TV Awards finalists, with awards going to
Staunch, Being Eve and Captain’s Log

The NZ Music Code created: commercial
radio stations pledge to increase New
Zealand music content to 20% over five years

2002-2003
More Maori programming landmarks: funded
drama anthology series Makatu screens on
TV3 and Nga Reo documentaries screens
on TV One

First series of satire Eating Media Lunch
funded

The Government allocates funding directly
to TVNZ for the new charter

The four-year pilot Pacific Island radio network
Niu FM is launched

New Zealand music content on commercial
radio reaches 15% at the end of the 2002
calendar year, 2% ahead of the Code target

C4 created by CanWest as a free to air music
television channel

20 years of
NZ On Air
This year NZ On Air turned twenty.

Creating a wide-ranging, independent broadcast funding 
agency in 1989 was a bold move, unparalleled elsewhere 
in the world.

Bread And Roses 1994 Nga Puna 1994 The Caffeine Comedy Hour 1995

Over two decades NZ On Air’s unwavering focus on 
serving audiences hungry for local content has helped a
multitude of New Zealand stories and songs grow and 
flourish on the airwaves.

It’s a great success story.

Eric the Goldfish



1993-1994
Funded miniseries Bread & Roses plays on
TV One to 500,000 people per episode

22 Maori radio stations are now funded and
on air across the country, up from six in 1989.
 More than 70% of Maori can now tune into
a Maori radio station

NZ On Air funds special programmes for
commercial radio audiences including
historical series, The New Zealand
Chronicles, a children’s radio series called
The Quest and The Rampage Radio Show
for teens

1994-1995
Funded Maori dramas Nga Puna screen on
TV One – a milestone for Maori drama on
mainstream television

Letter To Blanchy is wildly successful TV
comedy, attracting audiences of about
550,000 a week

Four In Ten funded after significant community
consultation, the first weekly TV series for
people with disabilities

Government creates Te Mangai Paho, with
funding allocated through NZ On Air, to fund
Maori radio and television

Access radio comes to Hawke’s Bay with
the establishment of Radio Kidnappers

NZ On Air-funded Samoan Capital Radio
completes its first year

NZ On Air-funded radio comedy series, 
The Caffeine Comedy Hour, playing on 37
radio stations, wins award for Best Daily or
Weekly Series at Mobil Radio Awards

1995-1996
NZ On Air’s foundation funding for Shortland
Street ends

The most-watched NZ On Air-funded
television show is The Billy T James Special

Once Were Warriors, part-funded by NZ On
Air, has its television premiere

The Topp Twins comedy series funded

Radio New Zealand becomes a solely non-
commercial entity with a charter.

Kapiti’s Coast Access Radio funded, taking
the number of access stations to ten

The first Kiwi Gold Disc is delivered to radio
– 98 Kiwi classic hits 1965-1990

The first Indie Hit Disc is launched, making
genuinely diverse NZ Music available for
airplay

1996-1997
The most-watched NZ On Air-funded TV
show is talent quest Showcase, followed by
sitcom Letter To Blanchy

Period drama Greenstone and detective
thriller Duggan funded

NZ On Air launches “Tiny Towns” to help
small and remote communities to get their
own local National Radio relay.  Twizel is the
first “tiny town”, followed by Te Anau, Te Kuiti,
and Otematata

The first Iwi Hit Disc is launched, joining 
the Kiwi Hit Disc, the Indie Hit Disc and the
Kiwi Gold Disc and adding Maori language
and kaupapa music to the NZ On Air music
resource

NZ On Air helps form the Kiwi Music Action
Group to promote New Zealand music on
commercial radio. Kiwi MAG sets up the first
NZ Music Week (which will later become 
NZ Music Month)

1997-1998
The New Zealand Wars,  along with the Sir
Edmund Hillary documentary, View From The
Top, included in the top ten most popular NZ
On Air-funded TV programmes

Funded arts current affairs series Backch@t
launched

A new access radio station, Manawatu
Sounz, goes to air in Palmerston North

NZ On Air launches “Double Digits” campaign
to push for 10%-plus New Zealand music on
commercial radio

The NZ Film Archive receives funding to
provide television archiving services

95% of New Zealanders now paying their
Broadcasting Fee – a higher compliance rate
than for motor vehicle licensing

1998-1999
NZ On Air is ten years old

The Government plans to abolish the
Broadcasting Fee, replacing it with direct
funding for NZ On Air and Te Mangai Paho

NZ On Air publishes important study – Local
Content & Diversity: Television In Ten
Countries

A symposium on broadcasting policy, hosted
by NZ On Air and the Institute of Policy
Studies, features former Irish Arts Minister
Michael D. Higgins

Country Calendar is the most-watched 
NZ On Air funded television show

NZ On Air funds ground-breaking series
PopStars, forerunner of the international 
Idol phenomenon

2003-2004
Maori Television launches in March 2004

The jewel in the year’s television drama crown
is funded series Insider’s Guide To Happiness

The most-watched NZ On Air-funded
television programme is the documentary Dare
To Be Free

A record three children’s drama series funded

NZ Idol launches

New Zealand music content on commercial
radio reaches 17.75%

The Government-convened Music Industry
Export Development Group publishes
Creating Heat, a report on increasing
opportunities for New Zealand music
internationally

2004-2005
Outrageous Fortune funded to screen on TV3

Two new funded children’s radio series go
to air – Small World on Solid Gold and That’s
The Story on Classic Hits

New Zealand music content on commercial
radio reaches 18.57%

CanWest re-brands Channel Z as Kiwi FM,
an all-NZ music network

Shihad launches NZ Music Month 2005 with
a free concert in Aotea Square in Auckland.
 The now-iconic NZ Music Month tee shirt
goes on sale to the public for the first time

The Government announces funding for
international music market development that
includes NZ On Air’s Phase Five plan

2005-2006
The Government announces plans to launch
digital television initiative Freeview

The most popular NZ On Air-funded TV
programmes include the perennial Country
Calendar, Frontier Of Dreams, and bro’Town

Part-funded feature Whale Rider also rates
highly on air

The Radio New Zealand website offers
streaming and audio-on-demand

The Government provides funding for regional
television stations

The radio industry delivers on its NZ Music
Code pledge a year ahead of schedule: New
Zealand music on commercial radio tops
20% for the first time

2006-2007
NZ On Air marks 15,000 hours of funded
television programmes

Outrageous Fortune goes to a third series,
dominates the major categories at the 2007
Air New Zealand Screen Awards, and
features in the list of most popular NZ On
Air-funded TV programmes

Funded comedy The Jaquie Brown Diaries
creates strong audience feedback

My Story funded, the first New Zealand
programme with a mobile phone viewing
component

New terms of trade are agreed with television
producers to stimulate offshore sales of NZ
On Air-funded programmes

Pioneer House 2001 bro’Town 2002 Outrageous Fortune 2005The New Zealand Wars 1998

2007-2008
Television drama flourishes: Outrageous
Fortune becomes New Zealand’s longest
running one-hour drama series, NZ On Air
funds several TV One Sunday Theatre top-
rating dramas, and three further prime time
series are developed

Total local content hours on air now 
11,600 hours

NZ On Air launches the Digital Content
Partnership Fund, to provide funding support
for online content

NZ On Screen wins a major Qantas Media
Award in its first year

TVNZ’s direct funding becomes the
responsibility of NZ On Air

Sales of NZ On Air Phase Four-funded
albums pass the one million mark

The 100th Kiwi Hit Disc is delivered to radio

NZ On Air launches a new New Zealand
music website: www.kiwihits.co.nz

2008-2009
The Top 10 funded television programmes had
some of our highest viewing numbers ever

Outrageous Fortune broke all local drama
popularity records - and swept the 2008
Qantas awards

The new Platinum Fund will create even more
options for high quality local television
programmes

Television local content hours in 2008 reach
the highest levels ever

Radio New Zealand National won the Station
of the Year 2009 award

2009 Qantas Film and Television Award
finalists and winners included programmes
funded by NZ On Air in a record 24 of the
30 general categories

Untouchable Girls broke New Zealand box
office records for documentaries

NZ On Air-backed songs dominated the radio
airplay charts

Backch@t 1997Skitz 1995


